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PRISONER PRERELEASE PROGRAMS 

20. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Attorney General: 
(1) Can the Attorney General confirm that he has changed the process for approving prisoners for 

prerelease programs to the point where certain important documents, including Department of Justice 
files, previous Parole Board reports and psychiatric reports from the Forensic Case Management 
Committee, are no longer required by the Attorney General before making a decision? 

(2) Does the Attorney General concede that this is the fundamental reason that both he and the Premier 
“made a mistake” when approving the transfer of the now escaped double murderer Brian Edwards to 
the minimum-security Karnet Prison Farm? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
(1)-(2) The simple answer to the question is no.  The information necessary to make a proper decision is made 

available to me, including past reports from the Parole Board and any other information that I deem 
necessary to evaluate these cases.  

Mr M.J. Birney:  Question 622 in the upper house - your answer. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  All I am saying to the member is that the simple answer to the question he has asked here 
is no.  The system provides me, in respect of indeterminate detention prisoners, with all the information I need, 
and more information is available if it is ever required in dealing with a particular case.  Members may have 
noticed from the answer that I just gave about Brian Edwards that, in the three months between the Parole Board 
writing to me recommending Mr Edwards’ inclusion in a prerelease program and my determination, these were 
the sorts of matters, including the submissions from the families of the murder victims about Mr Edwards’ 
behaviour, that I called up, read through and spent a great deal of time on.   

Usually papers are off my desk the day they arrive.  All of these matters are available to the Attorney General.  
In light of Edwards’ heinous offending and the then recommendation of the Parole Board, I sought to make sure 
that his behaviour in prison for 25 years had been “excellent”.  Frankly, it is the sort of difficult decision that 
Attorneys General are called upon to make.  We must make those difficult decisions.  Police find on a daily basis 
and lawyers, who are very experienced in these matters, also find that people on the margins of society who have 
offended against the basic values of our society transgress.  Given half a chance they abuse their privileges, and 
that is exactly what has happened in Mr Edwards’ case.   

Mr M.J. Birney:  In answer to a question put to you by Hon Peter Foss in 2001 about whether you had changed 
the process of approving prerelease programs you provided the following response - 

Previously,  

“Previously” is the key word.  To continue - 

the Parole Board would provide its report and any previous Parole Board reports on the prisoner to the 
Attorney General together with its recommendation.  The former Attorney General required 
documentation on the prisoner as contained in the Department of Justice file as well . . .  

Hon Peter Foss asked whether you had changed the system.  You replied - 

Yes.  The process has been simplified.  The Parole Board now recommends inclusion in the prerelease 
program . . .   

How do you reconcile that answer with the answer you just gave me? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  What the Leader of the Opposition has just read out bears no relationship to his question.  

Mr M.J. Birney:  It does; it’s exactly the same question.  Answer the question.   

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I will give a simple example: previous reports from the Parole Board are always attached 
to the recommendations from the Parole Board for purposes of reference.  That has not changed.  

Mr M.J. Birney:  That is not what you said.  

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Yes it is. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  You said “previously”.   

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The Leader of the Opposition should take up reading classes if he cannot understand the 
simple grammar in that question.   
 


